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I
Inform and raise awareness about sus-
tainable development issues among the
millions of its UK and French 
customers who use the Eurotunnel
shuttles each year and its 2,360 
employees. 

6 - Inform, promote actions, encourage
ecological citizenship

Involving suppliers and subcontractors in this environmental
initiative 

Within the framework of its partnership with the
French environment and energy management
agency ADEME, Eurotunnel takes part in campaign
weeks to raise public awareness:

• National Sustainable Development Week
(from 1 to 7 April 2008)

• French Waste Reduction Week
(22 to 30 November 2008)

• European Mobility Week
(16 to 22 September 2008)

Image Source:

http://lewebpedagogique.com
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During these weeks, Eurotunnel raised awareness
among its 2,360 employees and its sub-contractors to
the importance of sustainable development issues and
encouraged them to behave as eco-citizens.

Travelling exhibitions on actions that could be taken
to protect the environment, such as reducing water
consumption, energy savings, promoting renewable
energies, sorting waste and protecting biodiversity,
were staged at strategic locations within the 
Company:

• UK and FR maintenance area,
• UK and FR operations area,
• administration area.

All employees were able to find out about the detailed
results of Eurotunnel’s carbon footprint review, 
including the process, the results and the reduction
plan.

External service providers provided specific technical
competence in certain areas such as:

• Energy savings: a representative was on hand
to answer employees’ questions on the UK site
and on the French site,

• Reduction: our waste recycling and reprocessing
contractors were also present on both sites. 
Eurotunnel employees had the opportunity, for
example, to find out about the benefits and
methods used to recycle organic matter into
compost.

A monthly e-gazette is issued to all staff on both the
UK and French sites on a range of topics of current 
interest to the company, including Eurotunnel’s 
environmental news. The subjects addressed in 2008
include:

• Recycling on the Folkestone terminal,
• Sustainable Development Week,
• Success of Sustainable Development Week,
• Publishing the Environment Report, 
• New recylcable hand towels in the maintenance

workshops,
• A fourth green flag for Samphire Hoe,
• Samphire Hoe attracts young and old,
• A Eurotunnel employee…… in the garden….

Inform employees
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7 - Implement an ecology monitoring

Monitor the plant and animal species on
its French and UK sites.

Biodiversity in France
When the construction period finished in 1993, 
Eurotunnel handed over responsibility for monitoring

the flora and fauna on the 
Coquelles Terminal to the

Groupe Ornithologique et 
Naturaliste du Nord in
order to better under-
stand and preserve the
natural environment
and species it contains.

This monitoring has
demonstrated the great

heritage value of these
sites.

As part of its Sustainable Development initiative, 
Eurotunnel accepted GON’s proposal to 
involve the Conservatoire des sites Naturels du Nord
et du Pas de Calais in developing a multi-year 
management plan. A broad-ranging agreement was
signed in April 2007.

This agreement will make it possible to implement a
proper strategy for managing and enhancing 
Eurotunnel’s natural environment.

The first year has been spent updating the inventory.
The second will be spent developing a multi-year 
management plan which will advise Eurotunnel on the
steps that need to be taken to preserve species and
the natural environment.

Eurotunnel will
receive this

multi-year
manage-
ment plan
in early
2009 and
will then
have a

b e t t e r  
understand-

ing of how to
manage biodi-

versity.

The Eurotunnel sites involved are the Jardins du Point du Jour, the loop wasteland and three 
lagoons. 
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Plant formations

The heritage assessment of the plant formations
revealed that there were:  

• 25 natural habitats identified on the site,
including 11 of heritage interest

• originality and heritage issues on the site
associated with the presence of sub-
halophyte and/or semi-peaty plant 
formations Brackish water crowfoot

(vulnerable and very rare in the region)

Flora

The flora inventory identified:

• 203 plant species between 2007 and 2008,
• 23 species of heritage interest, including:

Pyramidal Orchid, 
Sea Clubrush, 
Divided Sedge,
Purple Broomrape,
Southern Marsh Orchid, 
Brackish Water Crowfoot.

Buckbean
(threatened with 

extinction and protec-
tion in the Region)

Early marsh orchid
(vulnerable and 

protected in the Region)

Fauna

The information obtained from a compilation of
the GON and CSN fauna inventories has 
identified: 

. Avifaune
12 nesting species and 4 heritage over-

wintering species, including: the marsh harrier,
bearded tit, lapwing and greylag goose. 

. Odonates
4 heritage species but only the presence of the
dainty damselfly and the hairy dragonfly was
confirmed in 2007/2008.

. Orthoptera
2 heritage species.

Bearded tit Marsh harrier

Small red damselfy
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UK Site: management well rewarded 

The Folkestone Downs 
The Folkestone Downs, covering an area of some 48
hectares, are one of the largest remaining areas of 
ancient chalk grassland in Kent and form part of the
Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB). They are also designated a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) on account of the many rare

species of plants and
wildlife they support.

Eurotunnel and the
White Cliffs
C o u n t r y s i d e
Project (WCCP)
have restored
and maximised
the diversity of
habitats on the
site without de-

tracting from its
unique compo-

nents.

Grazing cattle were 
introduced to control the coarse grasses, allowing the
more delicate species to thrive.

WCCP keeps the area in good order with the help of
volunteers and organises guided walks, wildlife 
conservation activities and “Green Gang” events for
children.

These initiatives have led to an increase in the 
number of species of plants on the chalk downs, and
particularly wild orchids such as Ophrys apifera (Bee
Orchid), Dactylorhiza maculata (Spotted Orchid),
Ophrys fuciflora (Late Spider Orchid), and butterflies
such as Lysandra bellargus (Adonis Blue) and 
Hesperia comma (Silver-spotted Skipper).

Thirty-one different species of butterfly can now be
seen on the Downs during the year, more than half the
number of species in the UK, making the Kent Downs
one of the best places in the country to observe
meadow butterflies.

The new fences erected in 2008 have allowed the 
pasture areas to be extended to continue improving
the ecological quality of the Downs.

Biodiversity in the UK 

Samphire Hoe

Samphire Hoe is a 30-hectare piece of land situated at the foot of the White Cliffs of Dover. It was created from
approximately 5 million cubic metres of chalk marl excavated during the construction of the Channel Tunnel.
The site is also managed by WCCP, assisted by many local volunteers.
Over 110,00 visitors come to Samphire Hoe each year.

The site supports a rich biodiversity, including:

• about 200 plant species, the result of natural colonisation of the 31 original species, 
• 12,000 orchids (compared with the 67 counted in 1998!)
• 27 butterfly species, 
• about 175 species of moth, including 5 featured in the Biodiversity Action 

Plan, 
• 13 species of dragonflies and damselflies. 
• 203 bird species, 2 of which are listed in the Red Data Book. 
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Introducing livestock at
certain times of the

year has improved
plant biodiversity.

Temporary electric
fences were used
to make small 
enclosures.

In 2008, fences
were erected to

form two huge 
enclosures. Livestock

(sheep and cattle) have
been able to roam freely throughout the site for the
first time.

2008 also saw the completion of a project financed by
the Heritage Lottery Fund entitled "Shakespeare Cliff
- A people’s history", looking at local history from
1843 to 1973. The project has led to publication of a
book which is on sale on the site and a memorial and
information point have been created.

Shakespeare Cliff

A People’s History 1843 to 1973
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More information on the Samphire Hoe site can be found on the website:  www.samphirehoe.com 

Environmental awards

The joint efforts of Eurotunnel and the White Cliffs Countryside Project have been recognised by awards

many times over the years:

- Property Awards (Environment category) sponsored by Property Week,

- Environmental Awards for Kent Business (Site Management and Nature Conservation 

category) sponsored by Kent Country Council,

- National RICS Award for Countryside & Coastal Regeneration sponsored by the Royal

Institute of Chartered Surveyors 

- Site of Special Scientific Interest Award 

(SSSI) sponsored by English Nature 

- En 2008, Samphire Hoe was awarded the

Green Flag for the fourth year running in 

recognition of its high ecological quality.


